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Baird Harman Radanovich
Baker Hayes Rahall
Berman Hinojosa Rohrabacher
Brown, Corrine Holden Ross

Costello Hunter Roybal-Allard
Davis (IL) Johnson (IL) Rush

DeGette Kingston Sanchez, Loretta
Ellison LaHood Sherman
Gallegly Lantos Snyder
Giffords Lucas Solis

Green, Gene Miller, Gary Sutton
Grijalva Moran (KS) Watt

Hare Napolitano Wilson (OH)

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE
The SPEAKER pro tempore (during

the vote). Members are advised there

are 2 minutes remaining in this vote.

O 1906

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
resolution was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated for:

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, on Tues-
day, January 22, 2008, | was absent during
rolicall vote No. 20. Had | been present, |
would have voted “yea” on H. Res. 866—
Honoring the brave men and women of the
United States Coast Guard whose tireless
work, dedication, and commitment to pro-
tecting the United States have led to the
Coast Guard seizing over 350,000 pounds of
cocaine at sea during 2007, far surpassing all
of our previous records.

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, during rollcall vote
No. 20 on agreeing to honor the Coast
Guard’s drug interdiction effort, | was unavoid-
ably detained. Had | been present, | would
have voted “yea.”

————
APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO
PERMANENT SELECT COM-

MITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 11 of rule X, clause 11 of
rule I, and the order of the House of
January 4, 2007, the Chair announces
the Speaker’s appointment of the fol-
lowing Member of the House to the
Permanent Select Committee on Intel-
ligence to fill the existing vacancy
thereon:

Mr. SCHIFF, California

——————

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate had passed without
amendment a bill and a concurrent res-
olution of the House of the following
titles.

H.R. 4986. An act to provide for the enact-
ment of the National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal year 2008, as previously en-
rolled, with certain modifications to address
the foreign sovereign immunities provisions
of title 28, United States Code, with respect
to the attachment of property in certain
judgments against Iraq, the lapse of statu-
tory authorities for the payment of bonuses,
special pays, and similar benefits for mem-
bers of the uniformed services, and for other
purposes.

H. Con. Res. 279. Concurrent resolution
providing for a conditional adjournment of
the House of Representatives.
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Edwin
Thomas, one of his secretaries.

————

TAX REBATE RELIEF

(Mr. BISHOP of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, it is all too rare when we in the ma-
jority and the President arrive at a
consensus. So it’s welcome news that
we agree on relief Americans need in
today’s economy should come in the
form of a stimulus bill. Targeted tax
breaks and short-term measures to
help the middle class can salvage our
economy from plummeting home val-
ues, savings and market conditions.

We should insist upon including ex-
panded unemployment benefits and
food stamps, in addition to tax rebates.
These benefits will be spent imme-
diately by those who need our help
most in this economy.

In fact, for every dollar spent by the
government on food stamps, there is a
$1.60 return to the economy; and for
every dollar spent on unemployment
benefits, the return is $1.90.

The tax rebate should be targeted to
the middle class and include those low-
income workers who didn’t earn
enough to pay income taxes but still
pay into Medicare and Social Security
through payroll taxes withheld from
their paychecks.

This is the prescription middle-class
Americans need to cure the ills of to-
day’s economy. Mr. Speaker, I strongly
encourage my colleagues to do their
part to help us towards that end.

—————

TRIBUTE TO HRANT DINK

(Mr. ROYCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I am rising
today to recognize the l-year anniver-
sary of the brutal murder of Hrant
Dink, the newspaper editor and leading
figure in the Armenian genocide debate
in Turkey.

On January 19, 2007, freedom of
speech suffered a setback as Dink was
shot outside his office in Istanbul. As a
Turkish citizen of Armenian descent,
Dink had gained notoriety in Turkish
society for the court cases brought
against him in which he faced jail time
for simply talking of the Armenian
genocide.

While many will give speeches to re-
member Hrant Dink, the most mean-
ingful tribute would be a rescinding of
article 301 of the Turkish penal code
that outlaws ‘“‘insults to Turkishness.”

Under this law, journalists like Dink
and Nobel Laureate Orhan Pamuk con-
tinue to be persecuted by draconian
laws that seek to stifle debate or dis-
cussion on matters that could be seen
as insulting to Turkish identity. It is
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my sincere hope that the Turkish gov-
ernment will use this occasion to re-
flect upon this restrictive article and
rescind it before it does more harm.

————

UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS AND
THEIR NUMBER ONE RANKING

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, 25 years
ago, I was a freshman member of the
Tennessee State Senate, and on that
occasion, the University of Memphis
now, then Memphis State University,
became number one in the country in
basketball. It was the first time that
we had ever had a number one ranking,
and I got up on the floor of the Ten-
nessee Senate and spoke proudly about
my basketball team and their number
one ranking. That night, my Tigers
lost, and they were no longer number
one.

Well, today, 25 years later and a
freshman Member in the United States
House of Representatives, the Univer-
sity of Memphis is again the number
one basketball team in the country.
Should I talk about them? Not.

———————

IN RECOGNITION OF MONGOLIAN
AMBASSADOR RAVDAN BOLD

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to recognize the
service of Ravdan Bold, Ambassador of
Mongolia to the United States. Ambas-
sador Bold is retiring as Mongolia’s
emissary to the United States, and I
want to thank him for his service on
behalf of the Mongolian people.

As a member of the House Foreign
Affairs Committee and co-chair of the
Mongolia Caucus, I've had the pleasure
of getting to know Ambassador Bold
over the past few years. During his ten-
ure, America celebrated the 20th anni-
versary of diplomatic relations be-
tween our countries. He is an honest
and capable public servant whose work
here in Washington has been vital to
the growth of democracy in Mongolia.

Mongolia remains a strong and stra-
tegic partner of the United States.
Mongolian troops proudly serve in Li-
beria, Afghanistan, Kosovo and Iraq.
I'm particularly grateful for Mongo-
lia’s continued support of our efforts in
Iraq and Afghanistan as the central
front in the larger global war on ter-
rorism, and I look forward to working
with the future ambassador to
strengthen this partnership.

I wish Ambassador Bold; his wife,
Oyuum; his two daughters,
Buyandelger and Buyanjargal, all the
best in the years to come.

In conclusion, God bless our troops
and we will never forget September the
11th.
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